
MacUSAA Tour Guide to  an Electronic AtlasWhen I was working on my review of MacGlobe last winter, I was struck by what a boon that program would be for students—especially those in middle school. PC Globe, Inc. has now brought out MacUSA, and my reaction to it is identical. I’m sure many others who have uses for an atlas or almanac of the United States will find this program to be very helpful, but it seems to me that students will benefit the most from its use.Like MacGlobe, MacUSA provides maps for a wide variety of topics. The maps are customizable by painting states or regions and by choosing whether to display major cities and geographic features. Also like MacGlobe, I don’t find the graphics to be particularly attractive. Double clicking on the country-wide map zooms you in on a selected state. There is no way to zoom back out. While viewing an individual state, it is shown without reference to its neighbors. It would be nice to see the state in context. Maps included are for regions, states, historical acquistions, the Civil War, and politics (i.e. Republican and Democratic governors, U.S. legislators, etc.).MacUSA’s main focus is not its maps, however. This program, like its older sibling, is primarily a source of statistical information which mainly uses its maps for orientation. It includes data for all states, broken down into categories which include (but are not limited to): demographics, economy, crime, education, etc. There are a total of 13 categories for each state, which cover a wide range of topics. One thing that  bothers me is that the data on population in the state maps is based on the 1990 census, but the population data in the comparison maps, the comparison charts, and the state reports is based on the 1980 census. I wish all the data came from the more recent census figures. Hopefully, since annual updates are available, PC Globe will revise the older information in the near future.Other interesting and pertinent data include climate, distances (pointto point, not highway miles) between any two cities in the database, tourist attractions, area and zip codes, and time zones. Also included are pictures of state flags, anthems (which can be played), and trivia such as state birds, mottos, etc.—see what I mean about this being a great program for students?!Navigation throughout MacUSA is not especially intuitive. That was aweakness in MacGlobe also. I suspect that most of my complaints with these programs stem from to their PC roots. They just aren’t as handsomeand user-friendly as most Macintosh programs. They are, however, filled with interesting and useful facts and figures. MacUSA works on either color or black and white monitors, and at just 1.1 MB of disk storage space, it provides a lot of information that should prove helpful to many people.by Majie Alley© 1992 The Savannah Macintosh Users GroupMacUSAPC Globe, Inc.4440 South Rural RoadTempe, AZ 85282(602) 730-9000(602) 968-7196 FaxPrice: $32.00 StreetRequirements:Mac Plus or higherSystem 6.0.4 or higher1 MB RAM and hard disk


